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Open Source

“Open source is a development methodology,[1] which offers practical 
accessibility to a product's source (goods and knowledge). Some 
consider open source as one of various possible design 
approaches, while others consider it a critical strategic element of 
their operations. Before open source became widely adopted, 
developers and producers used a variety of phrases to describe the 
concept; the term open source gained popularity with the rise of the 
Internet, which provided access to diverse production models, 
communication paths, and interactive communities.”

- Wikipedia



Pros

� 1000’s of projects

� Typically more secure

� Responsive to user base

� Community involvement

� Develop own functionality

� Avoid Vendor Lock-in



Cons

� Evolve to developer needs

� Interface is last thought

� Documentation

� Projects can just stop



The Goods

� Mozilla FireFox - The premier free, open-source browser. Tabs, pop-

up blocking, themes, and extensions. Considered by many to be the 

world's best browser. 

� Mozilla Thunderbird - Powerful spam filtering, solid interface, and all 
the features you need. 

� Open Office.org - Big, full featured suite of tools for word processing 
and spreadsheets. Compatible with and a free replacement for 

Microsoft Word documents. Also supports OpenDocument Format. 

� GIMP - Photo editing application that rivals Photoshop in features. 

http://www.opensourcewindows.org/



Low Cost/Free Utilities

� Website/Content Management

� Online Collaboration

� Website Analytics



Drupal / Wordpress
Because managing your website should be painful

“Blogs are more than websites, websites 

are more than blogs”

� Open Source Content Management

� Widely Used

� Customizable

� Modular



Who says its cookie cutter?



Others are doing it



Collaboration

“is a recursive process where two or 

more people or organizations work 

together toward an intersection of 

common goals— for example, an 

intellectual endeavor that is creative in 

nature—by sharing knowledge, 

learning and building consensus.”

- Wikipedia




